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Meeting Agenda

•Pre-meeting Photo Display

•1982 Trivia - Michele Barnard

•History of the Guild – Anne Flaggs

•How it all began – interview with Jane Phillips

•Door Prize Drawing – Harriet Sheinson

•Break – cupcakes; memorabilia table; socialize & photos

•Parade of Quilts by members



1982 Trivia



Friendship Star Quilters History – The Beginning
• 1979 –

• Fairhaven United Methodist Church quilt group organized by Jane Phillips.
• 5 Original FSQ members 
• Jane taught a beginning quilt class and 2 more members joined

• 1980/1981 
• 5 other members join and they met at Jane Phillips house

• 1982
• Tuesday, October 5, first “public” meeting held at Fairhaven United Methodist 

Church, Darnestown, MD after the group decided to advertise for more quilters 
and meet in a more public space.

• Monthly meetings started and they continued to meet at Fairhaven.
• Programs include Slide show of Quilts; Folded Star pattern sharing and Holiday 

party with an ornament exchange.



1982 Flyer advertising 
the first public 
meeting of Friendship 
Star held Tuesday, 
October 5, 1982 at 
7:30pm.  Location 
Fairhaven United 
Methodist Church, 
Darnestown, MD



Photo from the 
Show & Tell held 
at the first public 
meeting in 
October 1982



October 1982 Newsletter after first public 
meeting. Highlights – Successful membership 
meeting, 3 upcoming quilt shows to attend, 
fabric sales and upcoming Programs.



Membership data – January 1983
Founding members 1981/1982

• Margaret Barnstead (original member)
• Beverly Bell
• Terri Berghers
• Kathy Devine
• Kate Fowle (original member – first Co-Chairmen)
• Barbara Hoffman
• Polly Hunter
• Gail Jones (original member – first Co-Chairmen)
• Joan Kelly
• Audrey Lary (original member)
• Cecilia Marzulli 
• Regina Ming (original member)
• Karen Mull (original member – first Secretary)

• Marlene McTaggart (original 
member)

• Deborah O’Connell
• Jane Phillips (original member –

first Treasurer)
• Sandra Reynolds (original member)
• Olga Richardson (original member)
• Carolyn Ridenour (original member)
• Debby Steinberg
• Jean Williams (original member)
• Frances Woodyear

Dues were $10/year



FSQ History continues
• 1983

• Membership grows from 21 members in January to 64 members in December
• May 1983 the meeting moves to the Home Economics room at Ridgeview Middle School 

in Gaithersburg, MD
• August 1983 Gaithersburg Library display of FSQ Talents
• Programs include stencil workshops; machine applique; quilted boxes; strip piecing; 

freezer paper applique; miniature quilting and outside speakers for $35.
• Books/Subscriptions, Fabric Sales and upcoming Quilt Shows are important parts of the 

newsletter

• 1984
• Meetings moved to the Gaithersburg Library for the monthly programs with workshops 

held at Ridgeview Middle School.
• First Service Project in November to make Stuffed Animals for Shady Grove Hospital
• Membership continues to grow to 75 members in November
• Programs continue with member run technique sharing





FSQ in 
the news 
October 
1984



FSQ History continues
• 1985

• Programs start including local speakers like Lois Smith and Jinny Beyer for workshops.
• Quilt-in’s start with first one at Ridgeview Middle School
• Newsletter renamed to Friendship Star Quiltline in January 
• Second meeting each month starting in February at Ridgeview for business, show & tell and 

socialization.
• Meetings moved from Tuesdays to Monday Nights due to Library scheduling
• Membership – 99 in the annual membership book and 122 in June per newsletter

• 1986
• Applied for Not for Profit Status 
• First Quilt Show held at Casey Barns Community Center in May

• 2 days
• 115 Quilts
• 9 Vendors
• Craft Boutique
• Admission $2.00
• Raffle Quilt was a Bow Tie Quilt
• Profits to be shared with House of Ruth in D.C. and Hartley House in Frederick MD

• First Field trip in October to Amish country in Lancaster, PA – cost was $30 including food



January 1985 First 
Quiltline 
Published.   After 
running a contest 
to name the 
newsletter, 
Audrey Lary came 
up with the 
winning name



First Quilt 
show held 
in May 
1986 at 
Casey Barns 
Community 
Center



Sample of a 
pattern typically 
shared in the 
monthly 
newsletters
From June 1986.



March 1987 -
75 quilters 
participated 
from FSQ 
and other 
Quilt Guilds.
Quilts were 
donated to 
the House of 
Ruth shelter 
for women.



Washington Post article 
on the March 1987 
Charity Quilt a thon.



FSQ History continues

• 1987
• House of Ruth Project – Goal to make 84 twin sized coverlet

• 50 Quilts in a day on Saturday, March 21st at Gaithersburg Junior High School
• Dress rehearsal done at January meeting to make 5-10 quilts
• Over 500 yards of fabric donated by local shops
• Pattern used was Trip around the World
• Mountain Mist donated 48 twin battings 
• Swiss Metrosene donated 200 spools of thread
• Jerry’s Sub Shop donated two 6 foot sub sandwiches
• Members donated money and material
• Included several other local Quilt Guilds
• 64 Quilts completed and given to House of Ruth on April 9th

• Membership dues increased to $20, senior discount available
• Joined National Quilting Association (NQA)



• 1988
• 2nd Quilt show held May 21st – May 22nd at the North Creek Community Center

• Cost $2, members and spouses admitted free
• Friday night preview for FSQ members & spouses included wine and cheese party
• All night “Quilting Bee” planned for Saturday night to act as Security Guards
• The net Proceeds from Raffle quilt given to the Dwelling Place in Gaithersburg. ($500 donated 

with $141 used to buy material for 1989 Quilt-in)
• Quilt show had about 300 attendees and boutique made $2,362

• Meeting moved to the Village House from the Library in October
• Membership - 88 in the annual membership book

• 1989
• Meeting moved back to the Library in January due to size of the guild
• Quilt-in-a-day Service Project held on April 15th at Good Shepard Lutheran Church to 

support The Dwelling Place and Wells Robertson House
• Goal to make 30 quilts – made 31!
• Fabric and thread donated from many shops, manufacturers and members
• Membership - 87 in the annual membership book



FSQ in the news April 1989.



FSQ in the news 
April 1989.

Pictures on the 
previous page



What happened in the 1990’s?

A lot of the same, but if anyone has the Quiltline’s 
from this time and are willing to donate them to 
the guild, I’d appreciate it.
Thanks,

Anne Flaggs

• Membership – 119 in the 1990 membership book

• 1994 – Friendship Star Quilters Incorporated

• 1998 – Annual retreats started (note: moved to Bon Secours in 2008)



FSQ History Continues…  2000’s and on
• Membership – 242 in the 2000 membership book  and 119 as of September 2022

• Meetings now held at Gaithersburg Church of the Nazarene 

• Service Projects very well organized and now held at Fairhaven United Methodist Church in Darnestown, 
some workshops used to be held at Stedwick Community Center until 2008

• At some point, we added our website and online newsletters (probably 2007)

• Secret Sisters Program started and stopped 

• Holiday Gift Exchange & Ornament Exchange stopped

• AQS Book Orders (30% discount) stopped

• Field Trips stopped, used to go to Oaks & Hampton shows and trips to Lancaster, NYC, Williamsburg 

• Demos & Service by FSQ - Montgomery County Fair, Harvest Festival at Ag Park, MLK day of Service, Boyds 
Bears in Gettysburg, Maryland Historical Society (Flag Project) and more

• May 2007 – Dues changed to $25 for all local members, senior & junior discount removed

• May 2014 – Dues increased to $35

• 2008 retreat at Bon Secours – 3 days/2 nights cost for single room $230 vs 2022 - $328

• September 24, 2011 we held our first and only Quilt Bingo fundraiser



FSQ in the News July 2006



Kudos to Karen Slayton for leading us with Quilts of 
Valor for her son J.W. Medical Units in 2016 & 2020

459th Medical Unit
Andrews Air Force 
Base



Kudos to Suma Glassman & Ellen Robinson & 
Susan Entwistle for Facebook 



Service Projects – Kudos to Anne Weaver, 
Nance Brennan and the rest of their team



Kudos to Lori Coston & Others for leading us 
into the 21st Century with Social Media

Instagram & Pinterest



2018-2019 Library Displays around 
Montgomery County



2019 Quilt Show – what an adventure

Working the Featherweight Raffle Table Waiting out the Tornado Warning. Oh My!



Membership in FSQ Through the Years
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When did you join the Guild

If you have been a member on/off, use the first time you joined 

• Stand up if you were a new member in the 1980’s

• Stand up if you were a new member in the 1990’s

• Stand up if you were a new member in the 2000’s

• Stand up if you were a new member in the 2010’s

• Stand up if you were a new member in the 2020’s

Hope to see you all here in 2032 

when we celebrate 50’s years as a guild



FSQ History Continues – Who are we in 2022?
• We are a guild of approximately 119 members

• We meet the first Monday night 7:30pm - 9:30pm at the Gaithersburg Church 
of the Nazarene for a business meeting and program

• Service Projects meets twice a month at the Fairhaven United Methodist 
Church from 9:30am - 12:00pm

• We do an annual retreat in January at Bon Secours in Marriottsville, MD

• We have an annual yard sale in June

• We have a Quilt Show Biennially (okay, every other year)

• We have a library, sell pins (Guild and Show), raffle quilts, challenges and more

• Dues are $35/year



2022 Yard Sale FYI:  The First Yard Sale was 
held in June 2014



FSQ in the 
news 2022



Thanks to our Presidential Leadership team

Kate Fowle 1982-83 Kathy Freaman  Suma Glassman 2006-08

Gail Jones 1982-83 Shirley Banks Kathy Barton 2008-10

Barbara Hoffman 1983-85 Shirley Friedlander Jean Farrell 2010-12

MaryJo Richmond 1985-86 Ann Graham  Karen Moss 2012-14

Lorraine Carter 1986-87 Margreta Silverstone Dottie Acton 2014-16

Diane Heller 1987-88 Melinda Lowy 1997-99 Nicki Lynch 2016-18

Lauren Kingsland 1988-89 Margaret Natof 1999-01 Barbara Kilby 2018-19

Linda Alexander 1989-90 Susan Schwarz 2001-03 Judy Walsh 2019-20

Fran Woodyear 1990-91 Sandi D’Angelo 2003-05 Michele Barnard 2020-22

Cathie Shelton Jo Anna Kruse 2005-06 Judy Hoffman 2022-

Please stand up and be recognized



Thanks to the rest of our Leadership team

• Stand up if you were ever Vice President, Treasurer or Secretary of the 
Guild

• Stand up if you were ever Program Chair, Raffle Quilt Ticket Sales or 
Quilt Marketer for the Guild

• Stand up if you were ever Quilt Show Chair of the Guild

• Stand up if you ever coordinated the Fabric of the Month; Facebook; 
Library; Membership; Newsletter; Pins; Publicity; Retreats; Service 
Projects; Small Groups; Book Sales; Challenges; Secret Sisters; Sunshine 
& Shadows; Webpage; Yard Sale or other activity for the guild

Thanks for all your hard work, you are appreciated!!!



Now for a Conversation
with Jane Phillips

A Founding Member of 
Friendship Star Quilt Guild



Door Prize Drawing with Harriet



15-20 minute break for food, memorabilia, 
photos then the Quilt Parade


